PRIVACY AND PERSONAL DATA PROCESSING POLICY OF MERIDIAN EAST INVEST FORUM

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1. This Privacy and Personal Data Processing Policy (hereinafter referred to as the “Policy”) defines the procedure for the collection, processing, use, storage, protection and transfer of personal data of users of the “MERIDIAN EAST INVEST FORUM” website (hereinafter referred to as the “Website” or the “Forum”).
1.2. The Policy has been developed taking into account the requirements of the applicable legislation of Georgia, including the Law of Georgia “On Personal Data Protection”, as well as other applicable regulatory legal acts. (სსიპ ”საქართველოს საკანონმდებლო მაცნე”)
1.3. This Policy applies to personal data received by the Organizer from Website users, participants, guests, investors, partners, speakers, company representatives and other persons interacting with the Forum.
1.4. By using the Website, submitting an application through it, registering for the Forum, subscribing to informational materials, or otherwise providing personal data, the user confirms that they have read this Policy.
1.5. If the user does not agree with the terms of this Policy, they should stop using the Website and refrain from providing their personal data to the Organizer, except where data processing is necessary for the performance of a contract or is required by law.

2. DATA CONTROLLER / PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR DATA PROCESSING
2.1. The person responsible for the processing of personal data is:
Name: “Meredian East”
Legal form: LLC
Registration number: B26422527
Registered address: Batumi, 1st David Mamuladze Lane, Building 8, 114
Email address: meredianeast@gmail.com
Phone: +995558548455
Website: www.meredianeast.com
hereinafter referred to as the “Organizer”.
2.2. Depending on the nature of the interaction with the user, the Organizer may act as the person determining the purposes and means of personal data processing, independently or jointly with other persons.
2.3. For certain data processing operations, the Organizer may engage third parties who process personal data on behalf of and under the instructions of the Organizer in accordance with applicable law.

3. WHAT PERSONAL DATA WE MAY COLLECT
3.1. Depending on the purpose of the interaction, the Organizer may process the following categories of personal data:
- first and last name;
- telephone number;
- email address;
- information about investment interests, if voluntarily provided by the user for the purposes of participating in the Forum;
- data necessary for arranging participation, partnership or business interaction;
- photographs, video recordings and audio recordings made during events;
- technical data automatically transmitted by the user’s device when visiting the Website;
- information about the browser, device and operating system;
- information about the pages of the Website visited;
- other data voluntarily provided by the user to the Organizer.
3.2. The Organizer follows the principle of data minimization and does not collect personal data that is not necessary for the relevant processing purpose.
3.3. The Organizer does not intend to collect special categories of personal data through the Website unless this is expressly required for a specific purpose and there is an appropriate legal basis.

4. PURPOSES OF PERSONAL DATA PROCESSING

4.1. Personal data may be processed by the Organizer for the following purposes:
1. registration of users and Forum participants;
2. processing participation applications;
3. organizing participation in the Forum;
4. communication with participants, investors, entrepreneurs, partners, speakers and guests;
5. confirmation of registration;
6. providing information about the Forum programme;
7. organizing business meetings, negotiations and networking;
8. interaction with investors and business representatives;
9. preparation and execution of contracts, invoices and other documents;
10. processing payments and recording financial transactions;
11. arranging access to the event venue;
12. ensuring event security;
13. sending organizational notifications;
14. responding to users’ requests and inquiries;
15. improving the operation of the Website;
16. analyzing Website usage;
17. sending news, invitations and other information about the Forum, where there is an appropriate legal basis;
18. promoting the Forum and related events;
19. taking photographs and making video and audio recordings during events;
20. complying with legal requirements;
21. protecting the rights and legitimate interests of the Organizer, users and third parties.
4.2. Personal data must not be used for purposes incompatible with the original purpose of collection, unless otherwise provided by law or there is an appropriate legal basis.

5. LEGAL BASES FOR PROCESSING
5.1. The Organizer processes personal data only where an appropriate legal basis exists.
5.2. Depending on the specific circumstances, such legal basis may include:
- consent of the data subject;
- the necessity of processing data for entering into or performing a contract;
- the necessity of fulfilling a legal obligation;
- the necessity of protecting the vital interests of an individual;
- the legitimate interest of the Organizer or a third party, subject to applicable legal requirements;
- another legal basis provided for by the legislation of Georgia.
5.3. Where processing is based on consent, such consent must be given voluntarily and clearly, after the user has been provided with the necessary information about the processing.
5.4. Consent may be withdrawn in accordance with this Policy and the legislation of Georgia. The Law of Georgia provides, in particular, for the data subject’s right to withdraw consent and the controller’s obligation to provide a simple and accessible mechanism for such withdrawal. (სსიპ ”საქართველოს საკანონმდებლო მაცნე”)

6. REGISTRATION FOR THE FORUM

6.1. When registering for the Forum, the user provides only the data necessary to arrange and organize their participation.
6.2. Depending on the selected participation format, the following may be requested:
- first and last name;
- contact telephone number;
- e-mail;
- area of interest
6.3. By providing data through the registration form, the user confirms the accuracy of the information provided.
6.4. If certain data is necessary for entering into a contract, registration or provision of a service, failure to provide such data may make the corresponding participation in the Forum impossible.

7. MAILINGS AND MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS
7.1. The Organizer may send the user:
- Forum news;
- information about future events;
[bookmark: _GoBack]- invitations;
- information about programmes and partners;
- special offers;
- other marketing materials.
7.2. Marketing communications are sent where there is an appropriate legal basis, including the user’s consent where such consent is required by law.
7.3. The user has the right to opt out of receiving marketing communications at any time.
7.4. To unsubscribe from mailings, the user may:
- send a request to the following email address:
7.5. Opting out of marketing communications does not affect the receipt of mandatory organizational communications related to registration, payment, participation in the Forum or performance of a contract.

8. PHOTO, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING
8.1. Photography, video recording and audio recording may be carried out during the Forum.
8.2. Such materials may be used for:
- documenting the event;
- covering the activities of the Forum;
- publication on the official Website;
- the Organizer’s social media;
- advertising and marketing materials;
- presentations and reports;
- publications in the media and on partner resources.
8.3. Where a photograph, video recording or other recording makes it possible to identify an individual, such information may be considered personal data in accordance with applicable law. The Law of Georgia expressly includes, in particular, photography and video recording among data processing operations. (სსიპ ”საქართველოს საკანონმდებლო მაცნე”)
8.4. The Organizer takes reasonable measures to inform participants that photography and video recording are taking place at the event venue.
8.5. If separate consent is required by law for a specific use of an image, the Organizer obtains such consent in the appropriate manner.

9. TRANSFER OF PERSONAL DATA TO THIRD PARTIES

9.1. The Organizer does not sell or transfer users’ personal data to third parties for their independent commercial use, except as provided by this Policy or by law.
9.2. In the course of organizing the Forum, data may be transferred to:
* technical contractors;
* IT service providers;
* registration services;
* payment organizations;
* event organization contractors;
* hotels and transport companies, where necessary to arrange participation;
* Forum partners, within the relevant purpose and legal basis;
* consultants and professional advisers;
* government authorities, where such transfer is provided for or required by law;
* other persons engaged to ensure the operation of the Forum.
9.3. Persons who receive access to personal data on behalf of the Organizer are required to comply with data confidentiality and security requirements.

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA TRANSFERS
10.1. Due to the international nature of the “MERIDIAN EAST INVEST FORUM”, personal data may be processed or transferred outside Georgia where necessary for organizing the event, operating the Website, using technical services, communicating with international participants or fulfilling contractual obligations.
10.2. When transferring personal data outside Georgia, the Organizer takes measures required by applicable law to ensure the lawfulness of the transfer and an adequate level of personal data protection.
10.3. The user understands that certain technical and service providers of the Organizer may be located in other countries.

11. COOKIES AND TECHNICAL DATA
11.1. The Website may use cookies and similar technologies.
11.2. Cookies may be used for:
- ensuring the proper functioning of the Website;
- saving user preferences;
- traffic analysis;
- improving the user experience;
- statistical purposes;
- marketing and advertising analytics, where there is an appropriate legal basis.
11.3. The user may manage the use of cookies through browser settings or a cookie management tool provided on the Website.
11.4. Disabling certain categories of cookies may result in some Website functions not working correctly.
11.5. If third-party analytics or advertising services are used on the Website, it is recommended that their list and the corresponding cookie categories be specified in a separate Cookie Policy or cookie banner.

12. RETENTION PERIODS FOR PERSONAL DATA
12.1. The Organizer retains personal data no longer than necessary to achieve the purposes for which it was collected, unless a longer period is required by law, contract or for the protection of the Organizer’s legitimate interests.
12.2. Once the purposes of processing have been achieved, the data shall be deleted, destroyed, anonymized or retained further where there is a lawful basis for such retention.
12.3. The retention period for specific categories of data may depend on:
- the nature of the relationship with the user;
- accounting and tax law requirements;
- the term of the contract;
- the need to resolve disputes;
- legal requirements;
- the user’s consent.

13. PERSONAL DATA SECURITY
13.1. The Organizer takes reasonable organizational and technical measures to protect personal data from:
- unauthorized access;
- accidental loss;
- destruction;
- alteration;
- disclosure;
- unlawful use.
13.2. Access to personal data is granted only to employees and contractors who need it to perform their respective duties.
13.3. In the event of an incident related to personal data security, the Organizer takes the response measures required by law.


14. RIGHTS OF THE DATA SUBJECT
14.1. In accordance with applicable law, the user may have the following rights regarding their personal data:
- the right to know what personal data is being processed;
- the right to receive information about the processing of their data;
- the right to request correction of inaccurate or incomplete data;
- the right to request deletion or destruction of data in cases provided for by law;
- the right to request cessation or restriction of processing in cases provided for by law;
- the right to object to certain types of processing;
- the right to withdraw previously provided consent;
- other rights provided for by the legislation of Georgia.

14.2. The scope and procedure for exercising these rights are determined by the legislation of Georgia.
14.3. To exercise their rights, the user may send a request to:
E-mail: meredianeast@gmail.com
The request should preferably include:
- first and last name;
- contact address;
- the subject of the request;
- information necessary to identify the request.
14.4. The Organizer may request additional information necessary to verify the identity of the applicant where this is required to protect personal data from unauthorized access.

15. WITHDRAWAL OF CONSENT
15.1. If personal data processing is based on the user’s consent, the user has the right to withdraw such consent.
15.2. Consent may be withdrawn by sending a corresponding request to:
E-mail: meredianeast@gmail.com
or by another method provided on the Website.
15.3. Withdrawal of consent does not affect the lawfulness of processing carried out before the withdrawal.
15.4. Where further processing has another legal basis provided by law, withdrawal of consent does not necessarily mean that all processing of the relevant data will cease.

16. MINORS’ DATA
16.1. The Website and Forum are not intended for minors to independently provide personal data, unless such participation is provided for by the Forum programme and applicable law.
16.2. If the Organizer becomes aware that a minor’s personal data has been provided without the necessary legal basis, the Organizer takes reasonable measures to terminate the relevant processing.

17. LINKS TO THIRD-PARTY WEBSITES
17.1. The Website may contain links to third-party websites, social networks and other online resources.
17.2. The Organizer is not responsible for the content, privacy policies or data processing practices of such third-party resources.
17.3. When visiting a third-party resource, users are advised to review its own privacy policy.

18. CHANGES TO THE POLICY
18.1. The Organizer may periodically update this Policy due to changes in legislation, the structure of the Website, data processing methods or the activities of the Forum.
18.2. A new version of the Policy shall take effect upon its publication on the Website, unless otherwise provided in the new version.
18.3. Users are advised to periodically check the current version of the Policy.
18.4. The date of the latest update is indicated at the beginning of this Policy.

19. CONTACT DETAILS
For questions regarding personal data processing, privacy and the exercise of data subject rights, you may contact:
Organizer: “Meredian East”
Registered address: Georgia, Batumi, 1st David Mamuladze Lane, Building 8, 114
E-mail: meredianeast@gmail.com
Phone: +995558548455
Website: www.meredianeast.com

20. FINAL PROVISIONS
20.1. This Policy is a public document and is made freely available on the Website.
20.2. The provisions of this Policy shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the applicable legislation of Georgia.
20.3. If any provision of this Policy is deemed invalid or unenforceable, this shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of the Policy.
Version: 1.0
